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STATE HERITAGE 
Statement by Minister for Heritage 

MR G.M. CASTRILLI (Bunbury — Minister for Heritage) [12.10 pm]: I have pleasure in announcing a new 
direction for state heritage with changes designed to cut red tape and introduce greater transparency. New 
regulations have just been approved that will result in owners of state registered places no longer being required 
to seek Heritage Council advice on maintenance and minor works to their properties. These new regulations will 
provide much-needed certainty to owners, and allow them to get on with the job of looking after their heritage 
places without unnecessary paperwork and delay. This initiative will also allow the Heritage Council to focus its 
resources where they are most needed. I am also pleased to announce that from today the Office of Heritage will 
be known as the State Heritage Office to reflect its role as a branch of state government supporting the Heritage 
Council. This will clarify the services of the Heritage Council and the State Heritage Office within the 
community, promote a deeper understanding of roles and functions of each entity, and reduce the confusion 
between the different heritage agencies, groups and lists. 

This change coincides with the move by the Heritage Council and the State Heritage Office into the restored 
state-registered Baird’s Building, part of the one40william complex, which will create greater synergies between 
key government agencies with an interest in heritage. A new website has also been launched to provide easy 
access to up-to-date information for owners and other stakeholders, and to highlight outstanding examples of 
conservation and adaptation of heritage buildings.  

Mr M. McGowan: Brilliant! 
Mr G.M. CASTRILLI: It is brilliant. 
This is not simply a name change. It consolidates reforms in governance and service delivery that arose out of 
the 2009 functional review that have led to transformational change for both the council and the office. These 
changes build on a wider platform of reform for heritage in this state as it faces the many challenges brought 
about by our growing economy and population. This government has responded to these challenges through the 
introduction of WA’s first state cultural heritage policy, followed by the comprehensive and continuing review 
of the Heritage of Western Australia Act. I also introduced amendments to increase penalties for the illegal 
demolition and unauthorised development of heritage places. These changes demonstrate how seriously this 
government takes our heritage. 
 


